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INTERVISITATION OPPORTUNITIES REMAINING…

If you would like to set up your own professional development opportunity, we have a few intervisitation grants still available for you to observe a teacher in another educational setting (This does not necessarily have to be in an Edmonton Catholic school). The Local will cover the cost of a half-day sub. Go to our website www.local54.teachers.ab.ca to access the form.
CITY OF EDMONTON REUSE, RECYCLE CENTRE:  CARDS AVAILABLE TO TEACHERS 
Your Local has once again purchased two memberships to the city’s recycle centre located at 10004 – 103 A Avenue (in front of the CN Tower).  Thanks to Pat Dube, substitute teacher, who diligently renews our membership each year.  This environmentally friendly centre recycles items to direct waste from the landfills, provides affordable items to organizations and individuals and promotes the idea and benefits of reuse.  If you would like to use the membership card to gain access to this centre, please email jan.bossmin@ecteachers.ca  The cards will be given out for two week periods at a time.  To learn more about items available at the centre and hours of operation, please visit: 
www.edmonton.ca>For Residents>Garbage & Recycling>Reuse
ELECTION TIMELINE
The Local is pleased to announce that a by-election will occur for the position of second Vice President of the Local.   The candidates are: Darrin Bauer (St. Francis Xavier HS), Patti Clancy-Novosel (Holy Trinity HS and Field Services Associate U of A) and Paula Smith (St. Thomas More Junior HS).
May 9:
Ballots were sent to all schools/sites via IMC

May 10-16:   Voting to take place at schools/sites.  Council representatives are the returning officers for 
this election. Ballots must be returned to Room 402, Barnett House by 5pm on 

Wed., May 16.  
May 16: Ballots will be counted by the Local Elections Committee, chaired by Ron Zacharko.


MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  


June 7th  -Edmonton Catholic Teachers’ Local Third Annual Comedy Night in support of the Canadian Mental Health Association.  


Details to follow.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   


Greetings everyone!


Given our work with Canadian Mental Health and the Association’s strong support of efforts to assist students in achieving and maintaining health, I would like to comment on the recent docudrama entitled “Bullying.” After viewing it this past weekend, my immediate reaction was that it should be called “Victims.” My second reaction was relief! Thank heaven I wasn’t the school administrator or counselor that were featured. Neither would I want to be the “sheriff” who was a member of the community panel on bullying that the school district refused to be part of.   The production is a great conversation starter for staffs as it shows very clearly the challenges faced by parents, schools and communities to create and sustain caring communities. It shows that caring for the victim is the easier part of the problem and that dealing with the bully, the harasser and their comrades is the most challenging and frustrating. The harm done to children who are selected as victims is excruciatingly painful to watch. In a quick Google search on bullying in schools, we get five million five hundred eighty thousand hits, and on suicide in schools, we get fourteen million hits! In Britain several studies by health officials suggest that half of youth suicides are attributed to bullying. I point this out not to incite panic but to be so aware of the safety we need to provide for our children and staff.  If we administrators take care of our staffs and interact with each other in caring ways, our children will have examples of how to be with each other in community. This is a priceless legacy for us to leave behind.


As we head towards our long weekend (Annual Representatives’ Assembly in Calgary) let us be mindful of our fellow staff who struggle with job placement for next year and reach out in encouragement and care. To all of our moms who have graced the planet with new life…..Happy Mother’s Day(


Take care of each other.


Sandy





  


  





























   























Meetings & Events



























































 


 


























CARING FOR OUR MEMBERS


Please advise the Local office of instances of bereavement, illness or births, so that the Local can have a Mass offered, flowers or a baby book sent on behalf of all teachers.  Contact: �HYPERLINK "mailto:jan.bossmin@ecteachers.ca"�jan.bossmin@ecteachers.ca�   The Mass request form is on the Local website.








JUNE 14, 2012 TEACHERS’ RETIREMENT MASS AND RECEPTION


On June 14 the Local will be honoring its retiring teachers with a 6pm Mass at St. John the Evangelist Church, 9830 – 148 Street. A cocktail reception will follow at the Fairmont Hotel MacDonald.  Formal invitations have been sent to teachers who have expressed their intention to retire.  If you are retiring and have not received the Local’s invitation, please call Kathy @(780) 451-1196.


Any teachers who would like to join us to honor our retirees may purchase tickets ($35.00 each) from the Local office by simply sending a cheque made out to Edmonton Catholic Teachers’ Local 54 by June 7.  Cheques may be mailed to 11010-142 Street (Suite 402), Edmonton Alberta  T5N 2R1 or sent through IMC.

















																			





Thursday, May 10 –May 16


Voting for Local VP to take place at schools/sites.�
�
Tuesday, May 15, 2012


EPC Meeting, 4:30pm, Local office, Room 402, Barnett House�
�
Tuesday, May 15, 2012


PD New Teacher Mentorship Meeting and dinner re: staffing, 4:30pm, Room 215, Barnett House�
�
Wednesday, May 16, 2012


5pm-Deadline for return of ballots to Local office.  Counting of ballots begins at 5pm by Elections Committee, chaired by Ron Zacharko.�
�
Friday, May 18 -21, 2012


Annual Representatives’ Assembly, (ARA) Westin Hotel, Calgary, Alberta�
�
Monday, May 21, 2012


Victoria Day Holiday


Local office closed�
�
Wednesday, May 23, 2012


Teachers’ Retirement Reception Mtg., 4:30pm, Local office, Room 402, Barnett House�
�





















   

















   








Words of Inspiration





“The best vitamin for a Catholic is B1.”
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RTOP UPDATES





A question was raised at our last Council meeting regarding whether or not the District is continuing to offer RTOP (Retirement Transition Option Plan) to teachers in the 2012/13 school year.  The answer is YES.  The only change from the current practice is that only one exit date will be allowed, that being June 30.  (This change has been made to avoid disruptions to the staffing cycle).  For further information, please contact Human Resource Services.





~Kathy
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