[image: image1.jpg]FDMONTON CATHOLIC TEACHERS

local 54 of the Alberta Teachers' Association




                                                                                                                                                                    




SPECIAL EVENTS:


The President’s Appreciation BBQ.  Wednesday, June 22, 2011


5-7pm


Courtyard at Barnett House





June 2, 2011


Issue No. 28


Local Ph: 780-451-1196


Local Fax: 780-454-1250











Edmonton Catholic Teachers


Local 54 of The Alberta Teachers’ Association





            THE INTERCOM





PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:          Happy Easter everyone


The recent press statements up to and including this morning (Tuesday) are enough to make the citizenry take to the streets in protest! On Sunday at the legislature this is what parents decided to do and the response was incredible.  The speakers, including a mother of a special needs child, addressed the crowd about classroom conditions and the need for smaller class sizes and appropriate supports. There was no teacher bashing! In fact there was tremendous support of school staffs with hundreds of placards extolling high praise for the work of Alberta’s teachers.  The blame was placed squarely on elected officials who have failed to budget properly for the future needs of educational jurisdictions in our province. The agreed-to wage increase for teachers should not even be considered an increase to this year’s educational budget as it was a settlement that is now in its final year.  The speaker from the NDP made the crowd aware of the little known fact that over one billion dollars was given to oil and gas in subsidies this past year while schools across the province are falling apart and in many areas needing to be rebuilt. The cost of infrastructure and maintaining the “preferred future” for our children is the last thing on our leaders’ minds. With a leadership race taking place right now, I suggest it is a perfect time to take a few minutes as staffs to do a letter writing campaign. Get the message to the new government that sustainable and appropriate funding for education should be in the forefront of budget planning. With the frenzied work of the last month of school, no one expects teachers to focus on this leadership race---so please support each other in making at least one contact with the MLA and other elected persons in your area. If forty-three thousand teachers and other educational workers make this a priority for even one day, then great things will happen.


Continue to care for each other at this most busy time of our year.


Sandy
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SCHOOL OPENING MASS - Poster included in mailing


The School Opening Mass is scheduled for Wednesday, August 31 at the Winspear Centre.  We ask that staff gather for the welcoming at 8:30am so that the Mass can begin promptly at 9:00am.  Doors will open at 8:00am.   If you would like to volunteer to be an usher, please email Azza Ghali: Azza.Ghali@ecsd.net or Dan Alba: Daniel.Alba@ecsd.net.  Anyone interested in joining the choir may contact Sharon Moore to register and receive a package of songs: � HYPERLINK "mailto:sharon.moore@ecsd.net" �sharon.moore@ecsd.net�  or phone Sharon at 780-989-3048.  There is a rehearsal for choir members on Monday August 29th at Arch. Oscar Romero School as well as at 6pm at the Winspear on August 30th.    Rehearsal for ushers: 5pm on August 30th at the Winspear Centre.





MEMBERSHIP CARDS FOR THE CITY’S REUSE CENTRE AVAILABLE


If you would like to use a membership card to visit the City of Edmonton’s Reuse Centre to obtain recycled materials for your craft projects, used books and other treasures, please email Jan at jan.bossmin@ecteachers.ca and the card will be sent to you via IMC for a two week period.  The Local has purchased 2 cards with a total of 50 visits so that this wonderful opportunity is available to all teachers.  





SCHOLARSHIPS FOR CHILDREN OF EDMONTON CATHOLIC TEACHERS


If your child is graduating from grade 12 and enrolling at a post secondary institution in the fall, he or she may wish to apply for one of the Local’s scholarships.  The forms are available on the Local’s website.  Please visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.local54.teachers.ab.ca" �www.local54.teachers.ab.ca� 





”HATS ON FOR MENTAL HEALTH!”  And the winners are….


Thanks to all of the schools who participated in our “Hats On! For Mental Health” contest!  We received an incredible member of entries and some wonderful photos of students and staff!  We made 3 draws-one senior high, one junior high, and one elementary school.  Congratulations to:


Austin O’Brien, Archbishop Joseph MacNeil, and St. Vladimir whose staffs will each receive $200 from the Local for a “healthy” staff social!





 


 


 






































 





























																			





Monday, June 6, 2011


Final Executive Mtg., 5pm, Room 431, Barnett House�
�
Wednesday, June 22, 2011


President’s  Appreciation BBQ, 5-7pm, Courtyard, Barnett House�
�
 Thursday, June 23, 2011


Walkabout Pub -Comedy Night for Mental Health, 7pm.  Details to follow.�
�
Thursday, June 30, 2011


Local office will close for the summer�
�
 Tuesday, August 30, 2011


Rehearsal for School Opening Mass-Ushers-5pm


Choir/Music-6pm at Winspear�
�
Wed., August 31, 2011


School Opening Mass-9am Winspear-Doors open at 8am�
�






WEBSITE:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.local54.teachers.ab.ca"�www.local54.teachers.ab.ca� 


   


Sandy Gillis, President


�HYPERLINK "mailto:sandy.gillis@ecteachers.ca"�sandy.gillis@ecteachers.ca� 


 Kathy MacIsaac, Exec.  Director


�HYPERLINK "mailto:kathy.macisaac@ecteachers.ca"�kathy.macisaac@ecteachers.ca� 


Jan Bossmin, Office Manager


�HYPERLINK "mailto:jan.bossmin@ecteachers.ca"�jan.bossmin@ecteachers.ca� 


 











   











Quote of the day:





“Laughter has no foreign accent.”


~Life is Good-simple words from Jake and Rocket
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