
                                                                                                                                                                    




ADVICE TO TEACHERS ON BUS INSPECTIONS

On several occasions over the past few months, representatives from your Edmonton Catholic Teachers’ Local have met with individuals from the District to discuss the School Bus Daily Trip Inspection checklist.  This type of document has become an Alberta Transportation requirement and must be completed before District-owned buses/vans can be driven.  

By taking on extra duties--- such as vehicle inspections--- which are not responsibilities of teaching, teachers expose themselves to increased risks that may affect their employment records. With additional duties come obligations; with obligations come increased legal and employment risks.

The Alberta Teachers’ Association advises you NOT to sign these documents, since, as teachers, you are not qualified to do vehicle inspections.

SPECIAL EVENTS:


Hats On! for Mental Health.


Wednesday, May 4 take photos of staff/students with hats on for mental health and send to Local to be entered to win $200 for a healthy staff social.
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THE INTERCOM





PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:	Happy Easter everyone!


I hope the Easter weekend was restful, reflective and prayerful for all. Conversations seem to be dominated by doom and gloom concerning provincial wide cuts to the education budget and the projected loss of work due to impending staff cuts. Our teachers continually amaze us as amidst it all they provide wonderful learning opportunities and constant care to the kids they serve….heroes ( The discussions in Morinville regarding secular and religious education are important for us to keep attuned to and we need to be mindful of the reasons why, as individuals, we value the privilege of teaching in a Catholic school system.  In the week just before our Easter weekend break there was an article in the news from Seattle about a teacher who was forced to remove the word “Easter” from her lesson about Easter eggs. Due to the fact that the word “Easter” had a religious connotation the term was changed. The children’s activity became one that involved painting “spring spheres”!  You see we don’t have to use deep theological arguments about Catholic schools when trying to express what we value about our system. We simply need to look at our daily activity and expressions of our faith and decide if they are important enough to hang on to. As we journey together during our fifty days of this season of hope, we need to remind ourselves that we are in the privileged position of having a job that we collectively view as vocation through which we work out our salvation.  We Catholic teachers in Alberta are truly blessed.


As we continue through this difficult staffing and budget cycle, let us all take special care of those of us who are on priority placement and our temporary folk who are so worried about work in the fall. 


Stay well and take care of each other.  ~Sandy
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Wednesday, May 4th -HATS ON! For Mental Health-3 chances to win $200!


At April’s Council, a poster was distributed advertising this special event to support the Association’s “Healthy Minds, Bright Futures” campaign.  The Local’s Communications Committee, chaired by Chris Ferguson, is asking that staff and students wear a hat on Wed, May 4th.  Take fun photos of groups, individuals, staff or students and send them by email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathy.macisaac@ecteachers.ca" �kathy.macisaac@ecteachers.ca� Your school will be entered to win 1 of 3 prizes of $200 for a healthy staff social.








Thursday, May 5th –FREE YOGA, ANYONE? 


Come join us at our Evening of Wellness during Mental Health Week, beginning at 7pm in Room 213 at Barnett House.  Sessions include yoga, nutrition, personal fitness, spiritual wellness, alternative health and Dance Your Way to Wellness!  All at no cost!  Register by email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jan.bossmin@ecteachers.ca" �jan.bossmin@ecteachers.ca�    Refreshments will be served.





TWO WAYS TO WIN AN iPAD 2-Deadline May 25th 


The Local’s Political Engagement Committee, chaired by Janet Davies-Davis, wants you to answer the question “Why I want to teach in a Catholic school” in 50 words or less.  All responses will be entered in a draw for an iPAD 2.  Ask your students “What makes your school special?” and send their entries through IMC (video, poster, original art or any other creative medium) to Janet at Austin O’Brien High School.  Student prizes include WEM gift cards, movie passes and HMV gift certificates.  For every 5 students who enter, the teacher receives an extra entry for the iPAD 2!  Have some fun-meet the challenge-win a prize!








2011 TEACHERS’ RETIREMENT MASS AND RECEPTION


This year the Teachers’ Retirement Mass and Reception, chaired by Denis Gauthier (Holy Trinity High School) will be taking place on Thursday, May 26, 2011.  The Mass will be offered at St. Agnes Church and the dinner will be at St. Basil Ukrainian Cultural Centre.  Updates will be published regularly in the Intercom.  Tickets for this event will go on sale at the Local office on May 2.  List of retirees will be posted in next week’s Intercom No. 25.








ATA PD FUNDS AVAILABLE-  $500 bursaries; $300 grants


Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.teachers.ab.ca" �www.teachers.ab.ca�  to explore the ATA Educational Trust for bursary and grant applications.





CARING FOR OUR MEMBERS


Please advise the Local office by email of instances of bereavement, illness or births, so that the Local can recognize them accordingly.  Send information to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jan.bossmin@ecteachers.ca" �jan.bossmin@ecteachers.ca�  


 




















 





























																			





May 1-7


Education Week/Mental Health Week�
�
Monday, May 2, 2011


Federal Voting Day.  


To vote is both a privilege and a responsibility.�
�
Tuesday, May 3, 2011


Executive Mtg. #9, 5pm, Room 431, Barnett House�
�
Wednesday, May 4, 2011


Mental Health Hats On!  Join in the challenge to take some photos and be entered to win $200 for your staff.�
�
Thursday, May 5, 2011


An Evening of Wellness for Mind, Body and Spirit, 7pm, Room 218, Barnett House.�
�
Wednesday, May 11, 2011


Teacher Retirement Reception Committee Mtg., 4:15pm, Room 402, B.H.�
�
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Quote of the day:





“The best sermons are lived, not preached.”


~Will Rogers














